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The Other Father 
307p. $3.00. 


Hobson, Laura 


Simon Schuster. May 11, 1950. 


The Other Father little more than series extend- 
analyses the mental processes its characters 
response complex situation that remains virtually 
unchanged incident throughout the book. Primarily 
studies middle-class father’s relationship his 
family after had secretly fallen love with another 
woman, much his junior, and after has discovered 
that his daughter similarly involved with married 
man much her senior. The final effect less that 
novel than psychological exploration, for structur- 
ally the book has only the initial situation and about 
four major incidents sustain it. 


The situation: Andrew Dynes outwardly model 
contented respectability. has been married for 
almost twenty-five years and the father three fine 
children: Peg, twenty-one, working for photographer; 
Bill, college student; and Betty, baby five. 
goes daily the office and does his legal work with 
efficient dispatch. His habits are sober, and his con- 
duct general marked routine dependability. 
“The other however, lives beneath the sur- 
face: turmoil inhibition, frustration, scruple, and 
indecision. work chafes under the crass handling 
his boss, who exploits his legal training but eludes 
his ambitions always deferred promises partner- 
ship. home inwardly impatient with mar- 
riage that has permitted deteriorate into mere 
outward form; preserves the public patterns pro- 
priety, wishes could still love his wife Mary, but 
resents her obstacle more recent affection. 
Privately engaged love affair with Ruth Smith, 
divorcee twenty-nine. The moral features the 
liaison cause him concern, but tortured into 
insomnia fear discovery well exaggerated 
desperation over the immutable disparity their ages. 
Peg also shielding secret. She has fallen love 
with Ted Galway and fears her parents will learn that 
twice her age and the father two children. 
Such premature disclosure, before divorce can free Ted 
for new marriage, might complicate their plans for 
quiet marriage the apartment they have already 
established, though without cohabitation. 


Except for daily commuting and similar routine, very 
little occurs interrupt the pages thinking Andy, 
Mary, Ruth, Peg, and Ted they move about this 
The first real incident the revelation 
Peg’s affair, successively her aunt, father, mother, 


and Ruth. accompanied Bill’s engagement 
Helen, wholesome alliance but one 
obscured the other affairs. the same day, too, 
Andy’s seething dislike his boss boils into resentful 
resignation, but the growing emotional complexity 
the home front makes hollow triumph his ulti- 
matum. the following evening, the disrupted Dyne 
home visited Ted, who braves its hostility plead 
his and Peg’s cause; though Mary thereby satisfied 
that the marriage will work out satisfactorily, Andy’s 
usual tumult turned into complete chaos the 
discussion. flees wildly Ruth with his torn emo- 
tions. Kissing her, however, brings solace; instead 
torments reminding him Ted kissing Peg. Then, 
during sleepless night home, realizes the truth 
about himself. Through the years growing aliena- 
tion from his wife, has developed unrealized 
attachment his daughter; even Ruth has pursued 
duplication Peg. Recognition this love fixa- 
tion solves his jealousy, determines him upon seeing 
Ruth more, and brings the first page—the last the 
book—of relaxation that either the reader has 
known. 


The most obvious comment suggested the painful 
searchings into the minds the characters that crowd 
almost every chapter that Miss Hobson has consider- 
ably overwritten her material. The tortured psyche 
Andy particularly exaggerated, and the whole funda- 
mental situation greatly overcharged. The conse- 
quent loss plausibility aggravated the fact that 
none the characters holds views sufficient depth 
motivate the inner turmoil realistically. Andy and 
Peg see neither the truth about the marriage contract 
nor the need moral standards above mere social 
respectability; curiously, they try solve essentially 
moral problem quite apart from moral grounds. More 
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than that, the outcome shows them succeeding the 
effort. Their lives could have been used indict 
powerfully hollowness modern society Miss Hob- 
son had plainly found their thinking false rather than 
merely interesting. The associated picture how man 
creates his own sorrow could still salvaged, even 
though wholly nature! level, the minds being 
studied were really normal they are supposed 
be; but Andy’s fixation far from being average 
paternal attitude even common abnormality, and 
divorce not made acceptable its free occurrence. 
Miss Hobson has formed her material too little for uni- 
versality tragic effect. The language the book 
clean, and obscene incident totally avoided. the 
realm ideas marital devotion and integrity, how- 
ever, there need for stable reader. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Arvin, Newton Herman Melville 
(American Men Letters Series.) William Sloane Asso- 
ciates. May 1950. 316p. $3.50. 


This latest volume the American Men Letters 
series would have appeared due course any event, 
but comes now augment the tremendous flow 
Melvillian bio-criticism with which have, during 
the past two years, been all but inundated, 
flailing blow Moby Dick’s tail. Like other volumes 
the series, intended present biographical 
sketch the American author treated, and not-too- 
scholarly survey his work and its place the Ameri- 
can literary hierarchy. 


The biographical section eminently readable, though 
does not seem add much our previous knowl- 
edge the background out which Melville’s literary 
production came. Melville was born New York 
1819, into family which the maternal Dutch ele- 
ment provided high level stability and willingness 
seek after the materially good things life 
conventional and productive way—so its members 
found their way into the law and the business and 
professional life generally America. But Herman, 
the “maverick” the group, was satisfied this ortho- 
dox life not all, and shipped out sea early 
age, there acquire the material for many his later 
writings. some his voyages, Melville touched 
South Sea ports, and the islands furnished him with 
inspiration also. 


Much made the relationship between Melville 
and Hawthorne, and certainly the friendship was im- 
portant the personal and literary lives both, largely 
because the two were fascinated the same problem 
—that the “mystery iniquity”, and its role the 
lives good men. 

perhaps oversimplification say that one tends 
evaluate book about Melville mainly terms the 
chapter Moby Dick, but certainly write about 
that greatest Melville’s works good test the 
critic’s balance and sanity; and his chapter 
“The Whale” that Dr. Arvin hardest follow, 
when maintains, and attempts explain what 
way the book “on one plane, oneiric dreamlike 


ay 


Hobson Arvin 


projection Melville’s unconscious wishes and obscure 
inward contests”. great imaginative work, 
course—Arvin does not deny this—but “It shares with 
dream, however, its sources the unconscious, its 
dependence irrational symbols, and its power give 
expression deep, instinctive, irrational fears and 

The greatest the “obscure inward contests” for 
Ishmael that between Thanatos and Eros—the 
wish and the desire love. For Ishmael, the White 
Whale “the archetypal Parent; the father and the 
mother and Arvin quotes many descriptive 
phrases show Melville’s vision the whale this 
sense. Not only Ishmael explained this level, but 
Ahab, also, involved complicated sexual imagery, 
mainly the sense that has been shorn much 
his physical power Moby Dick’s tearing away his 
leg which has been replaced one made sperm 
whale’s jawbone, that kind castration has been 
not only imagined and dreaded, but inflicted, and the 
phallic source vital potency has been replaced 
image impotence and lifelessness profound 
sexual injury transparently symbolized here, and 
Ahab’s ‘ivory’ leg equivocal symbol both his 
own impotence and (when injures his groin 
falls) the independent male principle directed 
cripplingly against 


the level moral meaning, Dr. Arvin sees Ahab 
embodying the dangerous Greek vice Areté—to 
practice which can lead but destruction; Ahab the 
“very rapture ideal individualism”, Ego rather 
than self—and must perish for being so. 
Whale”, the whole, not only the longest chapter 
the book, but the most thought-provoking, and one 
the most original recent analyses. 


Dr. Arvin gives due attention the less important and 
less read works—Pierre, Typee, Omoo, and even Clarel 
—relating them all Melville’s life, which ended 
1891; Billy Budd was published after his death, and 
Dr. Arvin calls Melville’s Nunc Dimittis, adding, 
has felt this benedictory quality it. Every- 
one has felt the work man the last verge 
mortal existence who wishes take his departure 
with word acceptance and reconciliation 


Bernard Theall, 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


issued the Library, University 
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MacLean, Fitzroy Escape Adventure 
Little, Brown. Apr. 24, 1950. 419p. $4.00. 

1936 Fitzroy MacLean, aged twenty-five, Cambridge 
successful clerk the British Embassy 
Paris, basking the amenities French metropolitan 
life, startled his superiors asking for transfer 
Moscow. had seen the West”, explained, “Now 
want see the East”. Somewhat surprised, they let 
him go. For the next two years moved about the 
gloomy diplomatic circles Russia’s capital, which 
used convenient point departure. every 
opportunity entrained, embarked, flew, rode, 
walked points far east and south Moscow 
the ubiquitous would let them. cut wide 
circle Central Asia, reaching Samarkand, and Sin- 
kiang; his last venture crossed the Oxus river 
into Afghanistan, and returned way Iran, Iraq, 
Armenia, Georgia, and Moscow. How did 
manage this? mixture plain bluff, good 
humor, quick wit, and assorted documents, some genu- 
ine, others made convenience. His descriptions 
villages, countrysides, and peoples are factual, sprightly, 
and graphic, without much philosophizing delving 
beneath the surface. But his facts speak for themselves 
and they are depressing. 

When war broke out, was recalled London, 
where was assigned desk the Foreign Office. 
soon possible broke from this life enlist 
Highland regiment (his home Inverness). 
1941 was back stride, this time Cairo 
member the British S.A.S. (Special Air Service), 
whose duty was harass enemy movements para- 
chuting back their lines and blowing anything 
sight. The second act the drama laid the 
sandy plain between Cairo and Benghazi. This 
superbly told adventure story with all the suspense 
and sudden violence fiction. 

Not quite superb the third and last act, which 
might titled, the Mountains Jugoslavia. Mr. 
Churchill wanted ambassador those hardy and 
hunted guerillas” the Balkans, who were holding 
out against the Germans. There were two groups: 
the Chetniks (mainly Catholics, led Mihajlovic; and 
the Partisans (Communists native origin), led 
Josip Broz, nicknamed Tito. the opening this 
act, MacLean floating downward Jugoslavian 


MacLean Chatterton 


mountaintop. His instructions are simple: offer 
Allied aid “whoever killing the most Germans”. 
seems that Tito the most effective 
sketches excellent first hand portrait Tito, Jugo- 
slav birth, Communist who had never then 
visited Moscow, leader men with assurance and inde- 
pendence, qualities which MacLean had never before 
seen Communist. good play, Act III 
far and away the most hair-raising. For sheer adven- 
ture guerilla warfare the mountains against the huge 
superiority German armies unequalled. This part 
takes the second half the book, and sweeps 
the grand finale, the complete rout the German 
forces, the fail Belgrade, and the elevation Mar- 
shall Tito supreme power. The excitement over, 
MacLean went home England, where now repre- 
sents the district Lancashire Parliament. 


evaluate book this kind difficult task for 
ordinary reviewer. first all readable and fast 
moving, qualities which have already pushed high 
popularity England, and resulted favorable 
notices America. Secondly one man’s view— 
adventurer but scholar, too—of world chaos. 
How valuable his Thrills there are plenty, 
but what about Here the authority profes- 
sional students Russia and the Balkans had better 
called in. Mr. MacLean sticks what saw and 
heard his own highly venturesome forays, and during 
the war was carrying out orders most the time. His 
superiors were interested winning war, and 
picked the right man Tito. That deep 
goes, and isn’t much. The same true his other 
descriptions. They are interesting fact, questionable 
evaluation. rarely takes broad views, avoids 
discussion right wrong, ideologies 
grounds, mentions religion not all. Everything 
described appearances, like volcanic display, but 
the origin, causes, and ultimate results Mr. MacLean 
does not consider. The book can called the 
attention adult readers good action story, which 
does not help much better understanding inter- 
national politics. Students the area should take 
account the work for British view the war 
the East. the end the reader left with feeling 
real pleasure toward the sturdy Jugoslavs, mixed 
admiration and questioning toward Tito, ignorance 
about Mihajlovic and the Catholic Chetniks, dis- 
dain for the Italian and disgust for the German troops, 
and distrust toward the Russians. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Homeward Borne 
312p. $3.00. 


Chatterton, Ruth 


Simon Schuster. Apr. 20, 1950. 


The experience reading Homeward Borne some- 
what like walking into heady March wind. brisk- 
ness stimulating, tinglingly alive, and there pur- 
pose behind it. Seldom has the case for racial toler- 
ance been pleaded eloquently for the dignity man. 
Intelligently and fervently, through her characters, Miss 
Chatterton attacks the virus where 
germinates: the womb individual prejudice. 


ersity 
vania 
neral 
lents. 
Not 


Even herself Pax Lyttleton only dimly conceded why 
she was taking the pitiable small refugee into her home. 
With her husband still uniform occupied Ger- 
many and the responsibility her own young son 
clearly defined, she would have been justified shrug- 
ging off any further obligations. Yet, odd way, 
Jan seemed represent second chance, the means 
through which Pax could atone for having failed the 
boy she had once loved and lost. So, encouraged 
Philip Winslow, who had been her friend ever since 
the painful period her adolescence, she brought the 
child back Vermont, where for the first time his 
eleven years was know the meaning warmth 
and trust and protection. 


Inevitably, Jan’s reeducation was involve Pax more 
completely than she had bargained. forbidding waif, 
unable communicate his feelings except smatter- 
ing foreign dialects, was intruder the con- 
ventional small town atmosphere, his needs reaching 
far beyond few kind words and balanced diet. 
Pax, compassionate and dutiful woman but weak 
insofar she had never been exposed the Source 
strength, posed bewildering burden, calling 
all her agony self doubt. 


was the children the boarding school forced the 
truth into the open: “Jan they taunted, and 
turned suddenly hostile. While could not under- 
stand the reason for their scorn, Jan remembered the 
Judes the concentration camp and vaguely was 
aware that his name would always convey the same 
stigma these Americans. Now this new world that 
had beckoned promisingly for brief spell was bleak 
and bitter the old one. was had imagined: 
there was longer any cause hope; die was 
better, and indefinitely easier. 


Thus faced squarely with the realism she had cringed 
from, Pax was shaken choice between practical 
compromise and the sad little ghost she had admitted 
her heart. the end-her courage equal the 
ideals she had never been brave enough realize 
before. 


Rarely has the description “inspiring” seemed appro- 
pos here. One moved cry “Bravo!” for this 
splendid first novel and recommend unreservedly 
antidote for man’s inhumanity man. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 


Under the Skin 


Bottome, Phyllis 
$3.00. 


Harcourt, Brace. Apr. 1950. 


Besides offering the richness exotic tropical set- 
ting, Caribbean background popular writing has 
come suggest the violence and mystery usually asso- 
ciated with political intrigues. Here, the political 
cations are more subtle sort outright knavery 
abandoned. Miss Bottome examines the problem 
racial discrimination what could Jamaica Trini- 
dad or, what more likely, some other the smaller 
British West Indian Islands. 


The story, written the author’s usual admirable 
prose, introduces Lucy Armstrong, widowed war 
heroine, she arrives from England become head- 


Bottome 


Best SELLER 


mistress girls’ school the Island. she 
the typical disciplined Englishwoman who having beer 
educated the theories racial tolerance expects 
put them practice. The immediate opposition she 
attracts her efforts spotlights the failure 
the white inhabitants accept the Negro socia 
equal. 


Miss Bottome’s ability bring her characters into 
dimensional focus best displayed her knowledge. 
able portrait Elvira Loring. Elvira had been 
headmistress before Lucy’s arrival Everslade but he: 
one-eighth proportion Negro blood placed perma. 
nent occupancy the role beyond her reach. Knowl. 
edge her plan oust Lucy while masquerading her 
friend shared head girl Margorie Fielding, white 
and the throes the adolescent’s desire ally 
self with some cause. Elvira extracts from Margorie 
the blind, misdirected devotion the victim quasi- 
Lesbian relationship. Under the drug her evil influ 
ence the girl attempts murder Lucy and, eventually 
despair and final comprehension her idol’s 
city, suicides. tragedy was rejecting her 
Negro heritage. adopting the accepted religious, 
political and national beliefs the upper class whites 
she admitted that for her there was “an even greater 
attraction white people than their physical 
the tremendous prestige attraction being white” 


(p. 147). 


Whiteleaf Sung, one the teachers, Miss Bot 
tome again presents artistically well drawn charac 
terization. Where Elvira creates chaos, Whiteleaf 
brings order. Hers the dispassionate view, hers the 
ideal devotion duty. That every word she 
follows the party line explained when, after being 
trained various parts the world, she recalled 
China aid the present uprising, propagandized 
agrarian but inspired, she is, Red Russia. One 
wonders how her observation the British people— 
““so privileged, prejudiced, far away from what 
belongs the rest us: our basic insecurity!” (p. 63) 
would received the man the street over 


Philip Calgary, whose mistress Whiteleaf had been 
ing her Island years, associated with the school its 
physician. Educated England and France and em- 
bittered the failure the Island whites accept his 
race terms social equality, Calgary has adopted 
attitude aloofness. inevitable, course, that 
and Lucy shall attracted each other. When 
Whiteleaf realizes this, she suppresses her own feeling: 
—indeed her departure for China conveniently coin 
cides with this. The enormity Lucy’s sacrifice 
marrying Philip clear she breaks with Bob Anstru- 
ther whose extreme position maintaining the 
serviance the blacks represents the local point 
view. For Anstruther, who had earlier led Philip’s 
sister astray and his indifference caused her 
cide, miscegenation may tolerated only outside the 
marriage bond. 


Jessica, Philip’s mother knew that 
duty except Communist” (p. 130) and yet 
she urged her son with Whiteleaf China 
Though anti-British and sympathy with the left, 
Calgary could not make the required oblation 
will and thought his place was the Indies. Jessica 
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Nature and God were one and she had never imposed 
faith Philip. could now therefore say “life 
power, movement” (p. 101) and limit man’s exist- 
ence the material; or, the nuns who miraculously 
came assist him the hospital during the storm, 
realistically described climax the tale, think “they 
see God the sky behind the hurricane and feel 
God hands working for people” (p. 247) 
these women had not equalled him physical effort 
aid the sick who were not their people but whom 
they saw God. 


Mr. the Chinese father half-caste pupil Myra, 
and fellow traveler, distrusts look 
for distant heaven instead attending the earth 
which their job make habitable” (p. 275). And, 
optimistically, Communism says “We cannot test 
the future great movement; now has got into 
the hands gangsters and being used bolster 
infamous police state. need miracle show 
what communism may still be; this may take place 
China...” (p. 228). “Peace and universal brother- 
hood are useful ideas”, adds (p. 229) and confines 
their championship the Russian ideal. The author 
perhaps trying give pro and con picture the 
deplorable racial situation but, with emphasis the 
con the convincing language O’San and others, 
false conclusions cannot help but drawn readers 
lacking information boring from within tactics. 


Ten months Everslade find Lucy ready resign. 
During the hurricane she has concluded “there was 
God Nothing (p. 219) but after suffering Elvira’s 
hands and witnessing the lack mutual charity be- 
tween His Island creatures she could say now want 
really what never was before—both Christian 
and democrat” (p. 296). However, the novel 
clearly lacking definition for either these terms. 


The book, well written and sustaining reader interest, 
will enjoyed mostly for these reasons. The author 
has watered down the problem particular case and 
injustices are always obvious particular cases. What 
some people fail recognize that the Negro does 
not seek the right marry into the white race. 
already possesses and all the other moral rights 
peculiar man. merely seeks not deprived 
exercising these rights because black. Nothing 
could more futile than try convince the aver- 
age Briton that should be. rather appears 
anti-Negro legislation emanates the moment from 
two global sections where feelings national superior- 
ity are allowed full expression. significant that 
the churches publicly denounce the situation. The 
book should kept from the politically immature and, 
because the extremes social behaviour presented, 
which produce morbid tone, should confined 
adults. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Sylvester, Harry Golden Girl 
Harcourt, Brace. Apr. 1950. 255p. $3.00. 


This Harry Sylvester’s latest exploration, according 
his own rather peculiar methods, some the 
problems which feels confront the average man 


Schulman 


today’s world who would live according the tenets, 
moral well doctrinal, Catholicism. The simple 
story has with the effect upon four men, widely 
differing from each other occupation, intellectual 
level, and religious intensity, Terry Morley, young 
and promiscuous American girl visiting Peru, where 
the quartet live. 

The narrator the tale Albert Murdock, mining 


engineer and amateur speculator matters theological 


and philosophical; perhaps least affected the 
young American visitor, and able describe rather 
objectively her effect upon him, and very objectively 
that effect the others: Mark Shaw, industrialist; 
John Conway, salesman; and the 
Fermin When Terry Morley comes Peru 
stay with relatives, she quickly brought into contact 
with the three Americans, mutual friends, and the 
bullfighter drawn into the group his infatuation 
for Terry. 


Sylvester chiefly impressed with the problem Con- 
way, which seems have with reconciling the 
human sexual drive with the moral precepts the 
Church. Both Murdock and Shaw view the whole 
problem rather silly, but Conway driven virtual 
suicide his inability make that reconciliation. 
Ortiz, too, kills himself, but because inability hold 
Terry’s love. Both Murdock and Shaw have brief 
moments purely sexual gratification, before Terry 
finally severs her connections with them, and leaves 
Peru company senescent but wealthy lecher, 
whom she expects pay her way back the States. 


The thesis the book the ability such woman 
profoundly influence the four men—two them 
perhaps eternally, through driving them their own 
deaths. But Sylvester has not made Terry that im- 
portant, nor proved her irresistibly fascinating the 
reader; that she should instrument for the work- 
ing out complex problem Sylvester believes 
the sexual one not credible. probable, 
also, that overestimates the importance the mat- 
ter the lives all mankind. 


Because the book’s main thesis, and because single 
episodes, not recommended for adolescents; Catho- 
lic adults are likely baffled Sylvester’s fumb- 
lings with non-existent problem, and the miscon- 
ceptions about Catholicism with which fills his 
characters’ minds. 


Bernard Theall, 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Schulman, Max Sleep Till Noon 
Doubleday. Apr. $2.00. 

For the semiliterate audience that indeterminate 
level between the comics and the 
bordelian humors the Bruff-Winsor books, this should 
satisfying book. canot conceive any other reason 
why should published, except that publisher has 
provide for all possible stages culture, from the 
ooze upward. This not far from the ooze; and one 
may find funnier fantasies for free the walls 
public conveniences; fact good deal the sopho- 


moric strainings for humor this most recent Mr. 
Schulman’s shabby japes undoubtedly owe their in- 
spiration such primitive sources. Call satire, and 
you stretch that word beyond its elasticity potential; 
dub burlesque, (as the publisher does the dust 
jacket), and you must restrict that term the sleazy 
cavortings the yokel-yanker midway shows, which 
promise more than they produce, but leave very brief 
skirts their awkward and ancient lubricities. Some- 
one should tell Mr. Schulman that time grew 
up; that this sort thing might have been terriff the 
campus humor mag, way back when were the 
bright young wags Twenty-naught; but that now 
falls flat week-old souffle. But there must 
audience for this sort thing, else why put out 
there is, they can have it; they may even find 
funny. 


Tillery, Carlyle. Red Bone Woman 
Day. Apr. 1950. 314 $3.00. 


Fortunate indeed the professor class writing 
who can help direct the talent which produces novel 
like Red Bone Woman. Author Tillery sent his first 
draft this story Hudson Strode the University 
Alabama, and later followed his manuscript Pro- 
fessor Strode for further work under him. The result 
has been this captivating and memorable book full 
quiet humor, deep sympathy for people; and the 
creation two hard-to-forget characters: Mr. Randall, 
widowed farmer community, Henry 
Parish, Louisiana, gentle man (not merely gentle- 
man), quiet dignity and honesty; and Tempie Ham- 
per, the Red Bone Woman takes his second wife. 


There are three racial divisions Henry Parish—the 
“regular” whites; the nigras; and the strange, in-be- 
tween people called Red Bones the other two groups, 
but who call themselves Spanish whites. The Red 
Bones are excluded schools, cannot even 
rent buy land Yanceyville; but they will not 
the nigra schools, holding themselves aloof from 
“the blacks” and refusing accept the stigma the 
whites put upon them mulattoes. They are neither 
white nor black; they are Red Bones; and that does not 
mean that their bones are red, any more red than 
those black white. Their skin coffee-color, 
coffee with little milk added. Mr. Randall finally 
learns that they are Indian descent, what Tempie 
will call Injun-whites. 


Mr. Randall was not intolerably lonely his farm 
long his son, George, stayed with him. 
wife, Rose, had died some years past; then Molly had 
married Bill and gone live Yanceyville. But when 


Tillery 


Best 


George decided leave the farm and work New 
Orleans, Mr. Randall was not old man, only forty. 
eight, and the loneliness the empty house and the 
acres loved work grew more than could bear, 
months. was companionship needed, and 
company rather than for want wife, finally 
asked Tempie Hamper she wanted come live 
the house with him, cook for him, and help with the 
hoeing. She was Red Bone woman, Mr. 
knew; but white woman would want remain 
the farm; they all wanted step from their front doors 
onto pavement and near drug stores and motion 
picture playhouses. would not the same his 
the Red Bones”. 


Tempie agreed the proposal, casual and sudden 
was, and not knowing whether Mr. Randall cared for 
her not; but she knew thought her inferior and 
she refused change her ways until 
should stop thinking her people did. 
Randall wanted the right thing Tempie and 
himself; so, though knew the step would alienate 
many his friends and even his own family, drove 
over Putnam Randolph parish, with Tempie 
the old T-model Ford and they were married the 
courthouse there. 


The story, leisurely and unerringly told, Red Bone 
Woman that the growing together, the slow and 
unsentimental dissolution mutual prejudices, mutual 
pride, this man and woman, both them oddly 
heroic stature. Their first baby, Jake, dies pneu 
monia before year old and they bury him 
neath the two pine saplings near the creek their 
land. There, later, where Mr. Randall asks 
buried when dies shotgun wound fired into 
him one night-raider mob from Yanceyville 
who had come burn down the Littlefield schoolhouse 
where Red Bone and white children were finally 
ing together. 


would have been easy for the author make the 
Hampers and other Red Bone families the swamp 
lands degenerate cariacatures after the pattern the 
Lesters and Jukes. Mr. Tillery too honest for such 
exaggeration. They are poor, illiterate, earthy; but they 
have their own dignity and Tempie 
and Mr. Randall are superior creations; each having 
share wisdom, both sharing humanity that prizes 
dignity and integrity. pleasure welcome 
excellent novel that inspired throughout with simple 
charity. Red Bone Woman the product refresh- 


ing talent. 
Grady, 
University Scrantnn 
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